JOHN    EVELYN
Mr. Pepys now languishing with smallpox which
much affected me.35 This was twelve days before
Pepys died, and this visit is news to all who have not
examined the obscure and not easily procured Parish
Magazine known as the Abinger Monthly Record.
Perhaps the passages throughout the Diary which
have been abbreviated in or omitted from the
published version may not amount to anything of
first importance. But who could judge? Certainly not
Upcott. With very few exceptions, editors of diaries
have the most mistaken notion of their business.
They cut entries they consider too long, they omit
incident which they consider trivial, they cling to bald
recitals of public events which can be found in any
contemporary news-sheet, and, in fact, they seem to
be utterly ignorant of what elements make a diary
human and vital
Pepys's Diary, which was unearthed because of the
reference to him in the first published edition of
Evelyn's diary, suffered in the same way. In review-
ing the first edition of Pepys's Diary in the Quarterly',
Sir Walter Scott saw at once that the two volumes
were a drastic abbreviation of the whole. He
deplored the use "of the pruning knife,'5 and said:
"The editor will generally speaking best attain his
purpose by giving a liberal transcript of the papers in
his hands; whatever falls short of this diminishes
to a certain degree our confidence in the genuine
character of his materials." It was sixty-eight years
before a full transcript of Pepys's Diary was published,
and even those eight volumes are to be superseded by
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